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Gavin Aung Than is obsessed with
comics, first while reading them as

a kid and now living his dream by
making them for a profession. He is
best known for his webcomic series
Zen Pencils, where he adapted quotes,
poems and book passages into fun and
inspirational comic strips. The site was
a perfect combination of Gavin’s love
of history, science, literature, martial
arts and monsters. The Zen Pencils
book collections, published by Andrews
McMeel, were NYT bestsellers. Gavin
also loves to draw action adventure
comics for kids, as seen in his current
Super Sidekicks graphic novel

series (published by Random House

Children’s Books). Gavin is Australian
with Burmese heritage and lives in
Perth, Western Australia (one of the
most isolated cities in the world!).

From Gav: “I specialise in adapting
difficult and adult concepts into

fun and relatable comics. I also

love drawing kid-friendly adventure
stories that combine action, humour
and heart.”

Gavin is represented by Chelsea Eberly
at Greenhouse Literary Agency. To
work with him, please email Chelsea at
chelseae@greenhouseliterary.com

SUPER SIDEKICKS
Three spreads from Super Sidekicks #2: Ocean’s Revenge

(Penguin Random House). Winner of the 2020 Environment

COMICS (ALL AGES)

Award for Children’s Literature.

I am Protector of
the Oceans. Custodian
of All Waters. I am over
70,000 years old.

AND I
WILL NOT BE
LECTURED TO
BY CHILDREN!

Blast! she's
formidable.




These should keep
you quiet until my job
is done.

Time

chum.

to regroup,

I'm not that

stressed, Flygirl.

A civilian
who’s dedicated his
life te mastering the
martial arts . ..

See,
I don't have
any powers
for this thing
to feed on.

You're just ...
a civilian?

’ ... Including
Mongolian tickle
hting! /

You should probably
turn around now.

Such a shame,
a majestic creature
like you helping the
land dwellers.

| can't get Probability
a clear shot with modeling in

those tentacles progress.
in the way. Ada,
calculate the
position of her
scepler for me.

Calculating 1,287,654
possible positions of
tentacles. Result in
eight seconds.

Hurry, Ada!
Dinomite doesn't have
much time.




EVERY EDUCATION SYSTEM ON EARTH
HAS THE SAME HIERARCHY OF SUBJECTS.

o

ROBINSON|[ —

EVERY ONE.

YOU'D THINK
IT WOULD BE
OTHERWISE,
BUT IT ISN'T.

|

AT THE TOP ARE MATHEMATICS AND LANGUAGES,
THEN THE HUMANITIES, AND THE BOTTOM ARE THE ARTS.

MATH CLASS
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EVERYWHERE
ON EARTH.

AND IN PRETTY MUCH
EVERY SYSTEM TOO,
THERE'S A HIERARCHY
WITHIN THE ARTS.

ART AND MUSIC ARE
NORMALLY GIVEN A
HIGHER STATUS IN
SCHOOCLS...

THERE ISN'T AN EDUCATION SYSTEM ON THE
PLANET THAT TEACHES DANCE EVERYDAY TO CHILDREN
THE WAY WE TEACH THEM MATHEMATICS.

DANCE CLASS
BALLET Disco
JAZZ ELECTRONIC
DANCEHALL STREET

SWING BREAKING
LATIN HIP-HOP

ITHINK [

MATH IS VERY
IMPORTANT ..

CHILDREN

DANCE ALL THE
TIME |IF THEY'RE
ALLOWED TO.

WHY NOT?
I THINK THIS
IS RATHER
IMPORTANT.

FULL BODY EDUCATION

Excerpt from my Zen Pencils comic adapting the
words of Sir Ken Robinson. For the full comic visit:
zenpencils.com/comic/kenrobinson/




ZEN PENCILS PRESENTS...

A POEM BY CONSTANTINE £ CAVAFY

TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL GREEK BY

EY & PHILIP SHERRARPD

AS YOU SET o
OUT FOR HOF ]
ITHAKA ... VOYAGE o
LONG ONE ...

DISCOVERY.

LAISTRYGONIANS
ND

Al
CYCLOPS... (\

-.. ANGRY |
POSEIPON ... |

...DON'T
BE AFRAID
OF THEM.

YOU'LL
NEVER FIND
THINGS LIKE

THAT ON
| YOUR waY.

AS LONG AS A

| RARE EXCITEMENT
STIRS YOUR SPIRIT
AND YOUR BOPDY.

¥ <
ITHAKA POEM
Excerpt from my Zen Pencils comic adapting the
poem, Ithaka. For the full comic visit: zenpencils.
com/comic/131-c-p-cavafy-ithaka/

WORDS BY
EPICTETUS

ART BY
ZEN PENCILS

| WHAT WOULD HAVE BECOME OF
HE| DO YOU THINK ...

...IF THERE HAD BEEN NO LION,
HYDRA, STAG OR BOAR...

NO SAVAGE
CRIMINALS TO RID
THE WORLD OF?

A WORTHY
CRISIS
Excerpt from
my Zen Pencils
comic adapting
a quote from
Epictetus. For
the full comic
visit: zenpencils.
com/comic/
epictetus/




we're the best

rescue team in all

of MYTHICA!

Hey, Eleanor, aren’t you sad it’s
your last day before RETIRING7

Can’t
you stay

Nope.
1 ? 2o
. This unicorn

needs a

VACATION.

My fairy signal is picking
something up. A CREATURE
_ is in TROUBLE!

See, I told you
it won't be slow

STINKERBELL,

for long!
; let her rip.

pleasure.

YOUNG MG GRAPHIC NOVEL
Sample spreads from a proposed young MG graphic novel series.



BLUEY GRAPHIC NOVEL
Sample spreads from a proposed young readers graphic novel based on the Bluey cartoon.



NON-FICTION & EDUCATIONAL

BRUCE LEE COMIC
Excerpt from my Bruce Lee comic about
pushing oneself to their limits.

SAINTS & SINNERS
Panel from a Zen Pencils comic.

MARIE CURIE LED DA YINCI EINSTEIN YAN GOGH NIKOLA TESLA FRICA KAHLO

CREATIVE HEADSHOTS
From my book collection Creative Struggle:
lllustrated Advice from Masters of Creativity.



FRIDA KAHLO - THE MEXICAN PAINTER, FIREBRAND
AND FORCE OF NATURE - TURNED TRAGEDY AND
GRIEF INTO POWERFUL WORKS OF ART THAT STILL
CAPTIVATE THE WORLD TODAY.
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AT AGE SIX, FRIDA CONTRACTED POLIO
WHICH MADE HER RIGHT LEG WITHERED
AND FRAIL. SHE WALKED WITH A LIMP
AND WAS TEASED AT SCHOOL.

OVER TIME HER
L\MP SEVERELY
DAMAGED HER SPINE
AND PELVIS WHICH
CAUSED FRIDA
PROBLEMS FOR THE
REST OF HER LIFE.

WHEN SHE WAS |8, FRIDA SUFFERED
HORRIFIC INJURIES WHEN THE WOODEN BUS
SHE WAS RIDING IN WITH HER BOYFRIEND...

8 . SMASHED INTO AN [B
ELECTRIC TROLLEY CAR

...BUT HER SPINAL
COLUMN AND PELVIS
WERE BOTH BROKEN
IN THREE PLACES.

HER COLLARBONE

AND TWO RIBS
WERE ALSO BROKEN.

FRIDA'S ALREADY
DAMAGED RIGHT LEG
WAS SHATTERED IN

ELEVEN PLACES AND
HER RIGHT FOOT WAS
CRUSHED.
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NOT ONLY WAS
SHE IMPALED Y
A LOOSE METAL
HANDRAIL, WHICH
ENTERED IN HER

LEFT SIDE AND
EXITED THROUGH
HER VAGINA ..

FRIDA KAHLO BIO COMIC

Excerpt from my Frida Kahlo bio comic,
from my book collection Creative
Struggle: lllustrated Advice from Masters
of Creativity.



My mMmusic 1S
THE SPIRITUAL
EXPRESSION OF

WHAT I AM.

my
FAITH, MY
KNOWLEDGE,
MY BEING,

MY GOAL IS TO LIVE THE
TRULY RELIGIOUS LIFE AND
EXPRESS IT IN MY MuUSIC.

BIRDLAND

TowGuT!

Jo
OLTRANE
Caumﬁ

THE CANVAS HAS AN IDIOTIC
STARE AND MESMERISES
SOME PAINTERS SO MUCH...

MANY PAINTERS ARE
AFRAID IN FRONT OF
THE @LANK CANVAS.

..THAT THeY
TURN INTO IDIOTS
THEMSELVES.

JOHN COLTRANE COMIC

Excerpt from my John Coltrane comic,
from my book collection Creative
Struggle: lllustrated Advice from
Masters of Creativity.

VAN GOGH COMIC

Excerpt from my Vincent van Gogh
comic, from my book collection Creative
Struggle: lllustrated Advice from
Masters of Creativity.



RICHARD FEYNMAN ON

THE BEAUTY OF A FLOWER

T have a friend who's an artist and has sometimes taken a view which
I don't agree with very well. He'll hold up a Flower and say...

LOOK HOW T AS AN
BEAUTIFUL And T'll agree. ARTIST CAN SEE
ITIs! Then he says... HOw BEAUTIFUL

THIS IS...

JOHANNES LEONARDO  NICOLAUS
GUTENBERG DA VINCI  COPERNICUS

uNnnwLP
} IF | HAVE SEEN
...BUT YOU AS A : VIR s g FURTHER IT IS BY
SEART AND 1t BLCOMES ‘.‘ 7 4 STANDING ON
- | THE SHOULDERS
OF GIANTS.

AND I THINK THAT HE'S RIND OF NUTTY.

GALILED RENE ENRY ANTOINE MICHAEL

BALILE| FRANKLIN LAYOISIER FARADAY

First of all... ...the beauty that he sees is available to
cther pecple and to me too, I believe.

Although T may
not be quite
as refined
aesthetically
as heis...

...Ican
appreciate
the beauty

of a flower.
NIXOLA
TESLA

PROTOSYNTHESIS
o eesey

oxvegy
WO % ® l

CHIEN-SHILNG ~ JAMES  FRANCIS. RICHARD
Wi WATSON CRICK FEYNMAN

Sheesh, a
‘please’ would
be nice.

SCIENCE ALL-STARS

I’m a bit of a science geek so | made
this poster celebrating the greatest
scientific minds in history.

= aoweS®
9 questions which the smence“‘(

X
“Ttement, the mystery and the 2%€

ONLY T DON'T UNDERSTAND
ADPPS. HOW IT SUBTRACTS.

-RICHARD FEYNMAN

RICHARD FEYNMAN INFOGRAPHIC
A Zen Pencils comic adapting the words
of physicist Richard Feynman into a

fun infographic. For a better look visit
zenpencils.com/comic/137-richard-
feynman-the-beauty-of-a-flower/




INSPIRATIONAL ZEN PENCILS

Here is one of my most popular Zen Pencils comics, a tribute
to Bill Watterson and Calvin and Hobbes. For many more of my
inspirational comics visit zenpencils.com/newreaders
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CREATING A LIFE THAT REFLECTS YOUR VALUES
AND SATISFIES YOUR SOUL IS A RARE ACHIEVEMENT.




IN A CULTURE THAT RELENTLESSLY PROMOTES
AVARICE AND EXCESS AS THE GOOD LIFE...

... A PERSON HAPPY DOING
HIS OWN WORK 15 USUALLY
CONSIDERED AN ECCENTRIC,
IF NOT A SUBVERSIVE.

AMBITION IS ONLY UNDERSTOQOD IF IT'S
TO RISE TO THE TOP OF SOME IMAGINARY
LADDER OF SUCCESS.




SOMEONE ... IS CONSIDERED
WHO TAKES AN
UNDEMANDING

JOB BECAUSE IT
AFFORDS HIM THE
TIME TO PURSUE
OTHER INTERESTS
AND ACTIVITIES...

Y

A PERSON WHO ABANDONS A CAREER
IN ORDER TO STAY HOME AND RAISE
CHILDREN |S CONSIDERED NOT TO BE
LIVING UP TO HIS POTENTIAL.




[ | [

AS IF A JOB TITLE AND SALARY ARE THE SOLE MEASURE OF HUMAN WORTH.

YOU'LL BE TOLD IN A HUNDRED WAYS, SOME
SUBTLE AND SOME NOT, TO KEEP CLIMBING...

_ ... AND NEVER
BE SATISFIED WITH
5 WHERE YOU ARE, WHO
0 0|]] g YOU ARE, AND WHAT
J H ! YOU'RE DOING.
THERE

ARE A MILLION
WAYS TO SELL
YOURSELF OUT...

-.-AND T GUARANTEE
YOU'LL HEAR ABOUT THEM.

(7







TO INVENT
YOUR OWN
LIFE'S MEANING
IS NOT EASY...

...BUT IT'S STILL ALLOWED...

--.AND I

THINK YOU'LL
BE HAPPIER FOR
THE TROUBLE.

- BILL WATTERSON



POETRY ADAPTATIONS

Besides inspirational quotes, | also adapted many poems for
my Zen Pencils website. Here is one of my favourites, a spoken
word poem and ode to teachers by Taylor Mali. For many more
of my poetry adaptations visit zenpencils.com/newreaders

HE SAYS THE PROBLEM
WHA" ‘ EACH E RS WITH TEACHERS |S:
A POEM BY ,
r 4 WHAT'S A
TAYLOR MALI AK E KID GOING TO
ART BY ZEN PENCILS & LEARN... J)

I

...FROM SOMEONE
WHO DECIDED
HIS BEST OPTION

IN LIFE ...

il

HE REMINDS THE OTHER DINNER GUESTS THAT IT'S TRUE

""Tﬁs?c:;ég% WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT TEACHERS:

THOSE WHO CAN,
DO. THOSE WHO CAN'T,

TEACH.

I DECIDE TO BITE MY
TONGUE INSTEAD OF HIS.

AND RESIST THE
TEMPTATION TO REMIND
THE DINNER GUESTS THAT
IT'S ALSO TRUE WHAT THEY
SAY ABOUT LAWYERS.

BECAUSE WE'RE
EATING, AFTER ALL,
AND THIS IS POLITE
CONVERSATION.



- |
T MEAN, BE ./"'
YOU'RE A HONEST.
TEACHER,

TAYLOR.

AND I WISH HE HADN'T
DONE THAT -ASKED ME TO
BE HONEST.

i =ty
LA =

BECAUSE, YOU SEE, T HAVE THIS POLICY ABOUT
HONESTY AND ASS-KICKING: IF YOU ASK FOR IT,
THEN I HAVE TO LET yOU HAVE IT.

YOU WANT TO KNOW | [ I\
WHAT I MAKE?

I MAKE KIDS
WORK HARDER
THAN THEY EVER
THOUGHT THEY

I CAN MAKE A C+ FEEL AND AN A- FEEL
LIKE A CONGRESSIONAL LIKE A SLAF IN How DARE YoU
MEDAL OF HONOR. THE FACE. WASTE MY TIME

WITH ANYTHING
LESS THAN YOUR
VERY BEST.




I MAKE KIDS SIT THROUGH FORTY MINUTE
OF STUDY HALL IN ABSOLUTE SILENCE.

S

NO, YOU MAY
NOT WORK IN
GROUPS.

NO, YOU MAY
NOT ASK A
QUESTION.

WHY WON'T T
LET YOU GO TO
THE BATHRCOM?

I MAKE PARENTS TREMELE
IN FEAR WHEN I CALL HOME.

TO THE BIGGEST BULLY
IN THE GRADE, HE SAID:

LEAVE THE KID
ALONE. I STILL
CRY SOMETIMES,
DON'T Yyou?

BECAUSE
YOU'RE

AND YOU DON'T
REALLY HAYE TO GO
TO THE BATHROOM,

HI. THIS IS MR MALI.
I HOPE I HAVEN'T CALLED
AT A BAD TIME.

I JusT
WANTED TO
TALK TO
YOU ABOUT
SOMETHING
YOUR SON
SAID
TODAY.




AND THAT WAS .
THE NOBLEST ACT KISS (@

OF COURAGE I HAVE

EVER SEEN. ‘{_:\99

o

YOU WANT TO
KNOW WHAT

I MAKE THEM I MAKE THEM I MAKE THEM
CRITICIZE. APOLOGIZE AND WRITE.
MEAN IT.

I MAKE
PARENTS SEE
THEIR CHILDREN
FCOR WHO THEY
ARE AND WHAT
THEY CAN BE.

I MAKE THEM
READ, READ,
READ.

I MAKE THEM SPELL...

DEFINITELY BEAUTIFUL DEFINITELY BEAUTIFUL

DEFLNITE-LY
B.EAUTIFULY

...OVER AND OVER AND
OVER AGAIN UNTIL THEY
WILL NEVER MISSPELL
EITHER ONE OF THOSE
WORDS AGAIN.

I MAKE THEM SHOW
ALL THEIR WORK IN
MATH AND HIDE IT ON
THEIR FINAL DRAFTS
IN ENGLISH.




I MAKE
THEM
UNDERSTAND
THAT IF
YOU'VE GOT

THIS...

AND IF SOMEONE

EVER
VE

TRIES TO
JUDGE yoU
By WHAT you
MAKE ...

HERE, LET ME BREAK IT DOWN FOR YOU,
SO YOU KNOwW WHAT I SAY IS TRUE.

\ -

WHAT ABOUT

A

.-.YOou
GIVE THEM

THIS.

&

TEACHERS

MAKE A -
GODDAMN

DIFFERENCE.




YOUNGER READERS

PICTURE BOOK
Sample page from a picture book proposal



PICTURE BOOK
Some sample pages from a proposal
about a little Burmese warrior girl.



ILLUSTRATIONS © GAVIN AUNG THAN 2020

CHARACTER DESIGNS
Character designs from a proposed young readers series.




The SUniversal Declaration of

HUMAN RIGI-ITS

right to hold
you in slavery.

No one has the
right to torture you. \FE
You have the right to \
recognition everywhere as

a person before the law.

We are all equal
before the |aw and
are entitled to equal
protection of the law.

You have the
right to seek legal
help if your rights
are violated.

;@@;@m

No one has the
right to wrongly
|mpr|son YOU or
force you to leave
your country.

23]

You have the right to
a fair and public trial.

Everyone is innocent
until PROVEN guilty.

You have the N 7

right to privacy.
No one can ~ o
interfere with —

your reputation,
family, home or S———
correspondence. <~ | |\

w You can travel
7 wherever you want.

You have the right to
seek asylum in ancther
country if you are being
persecuted in your own
country.

D 2¢ Joa ik B9

Everyone has
the right to a
nationality.

All gdults have
the right to
marriage and ko
raise a Family.

zen pencils

HUMAN RIGHTS POSTER

My kid-friendly version of the Declaration
of Human Rights, now proudly hanging in
numerous schools all over the world.

EVERYONE IS ENTITLED property.
TO THESE RIGHTS

Everyone
NO MATTER YOUR RACE, RELIGION OR NATIONALITY has the rlshf

RNERYONE HAS THE RIGHT TO

You have
the right

to belong to

ﬂ c* a ag;on

Freedom of Expression:
You have the right to free
thought and to voice
Yyour opinions to others.

Everyone has the
right to gather as 3
peaceful assembly,

=

D) M@

s

You have the right to
help choose and

to take part

in governing

your country,
directly or

through

chosen =
representatives.

33 o>

You have the right

to social security

and are entitled to
economic, social and
cultural help from your
government.

Workers’ rights:
Every adult has the
right to 3 job, 3 ‘Falf‘
wage and to join a
trade union.

D) 30

HT

You have the right to
leisure and rest from work.

Everyone has the right
to an adequate standard
of living for themselves
and their family.

Everyone
has the right
to education.

Your intellectual
property as an artist
or scientist should
be protected.

) @-@%@@_

We are

all entitled to
social order
so we can
enjoy these
rights.

-6?;;?

ARTWORK ® GAVIN AUNG THAN 2018




SUPER SIDEKICKS
The team pose for their first official photo, from
Super Sidekicks #1: No Adults Allowed.




